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Egypt's 'Spoilers' Threaten
Democracy

By Omar Ashir
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Egyd  The drid Asetsreng snd Uidds East Uil U835 Dokl s Medh Sics Poiicsl Puristislen Poblicy svd Decliass Paling and Pusdc Opiner

“The sireet wars will confiue to exirens levels, .. We will force Bhes regine to
renounce powar and succamb to the will of the Egypiisn people. ™ said the men who
was voasd out by a majenty of Egyptians, and sarlier removed by popular
revolutionary forces. Mubarak's prime miniter and cihés! henchman Ahmad Shafiq
made these siztements last December from Abu Dhabl The sisenemt proved 1o be
trus. Polincally motivated violence on the strests of Caire sontineed, ingluding
attacks on oity councils. pollce statdoss, prisons, headquarers of political parties.
and multiphs attempts 1o shut down Egypes largest gosemmental compiax in Taksir
Square. This is in agddition 1o almost weskly anscks and arson aiempts on the
Praaldsnal Palacs, whare Shafig's main rival. Presideed Mshammed Mersl, resldes.
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