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FOREWORD

Tha Prasident of Egypt and Prime Minister of larasl have urged President
Clinton to join with tham in a "war on [slamic terror.® Both men ingist that lran 8
fomenting a plot sgainst thea West: and that the World Trade Center bombing is an
example of terrorist sctivities that are part of this plot. This study examines thése
claims and argues that they are not credible, that all of the evidence they cite Is
cireumatantial, and that much of it is contradictory. The author concludes that the
conspitacy Prasident Mubarak and Prime Ministar Rabin are warming of does not
exist

Dr. Pelletiare speculstes on what is in the minds of the two leaders and wihy
they have raised the issue of Islamic terronam. Ha suggests that both are
confronting dangerous security situations at homa, which they are having difficulty
coping with. They hopa to enlist the ald of the United States 1o maintain
thamashvas in powar

The suthor suggasts that this call to mount & war on so-called Islamic
terrorism is potentially damaging to U.5. security in the Middie East.  Specifically,
it could complicate the ability of the Amaerican military to guard vital U.5. interests
in this part of the world

Tha Strategic Studies Institute is pleased to publish this report as a
contribution to the dabate on U.5. policy in this important region

3 \ﬂ(u-).! : rﬁ;_;:c.._, E‘__:\‘

_,JG‘F:N W, MOUNTCASTLE
Colonel, U.§. Army
Director, Strategic Studies

Institute
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The Prasident of Egypt aod Prar
GClintan fa oln with thain in 8 “war on Islarmde terror.®

uxigt.

Dr. Palletiare soeculates an what is i the oir

Lharmsshas in povoar.

In this part of the world,

Inssiune

we Winlster of terosl hove urgad Prosidant
Bath men
tamanting & plot against the Wast; and that the World Trade Center bombing is an
axarvde of tarrorist scthdtles that aqe park of this plot, Thes study axamines these
claame and argues that they are not crediiie, that afl of tha evidence they cite i

clhicumstantial, and that masch of it is contradictory. The author concludes that the
canspiracy Prasident Mubarak s Prima Ministar Rabin are warning of doss not

wiks of U bwio lnadors and wiy
thay have ralgad the isswe of |slemic varrprigm. Ha suggasts that both ore
confronting dangerows security sltuatkans at bamn, which they are hiving &ifficaly
coping with. They hapa 10 ankst tha aid of the United Siaces w makntaln

The author sugynsls that this call to mount a war an so-colled lslamic
terrgrism is potantially demaging to U5, secunty in the Middia East. Specifically,
it could compainate the ability of Ma American military fo guard wilal U5, interesis

Tha Sirateglc Studas nsilvte s plesssd 1o publish this raport as a
contributban o the debats o WY, pelicy i ihis mporiand regeon.
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